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AltT. VI F. — Documents illustrative of the Occurrences in Ilenyal, 
in the time of the Nawdbs Mir Jajfficr and Kusim All Khun. 
Communicated by Puofessou Wilson, Director. 

[Head February \st, 1851] 

A shout timo ago, I purchased for the Library of the Kast India 
Company, a few MSS. which had apparently been written or col- 
lected by a gentleman named It. E. Huberts, who in 1784-5 hold the 
ollice of Persian Interpreter cither to the Governor of Bengal or tho 
Commander of tho Forces. I have not been able to learn anything 
further of him, except that, as might bo inferred, lie was an ollicer in 
the Bengal Army, and was personally known, late in life, to some of 
our members. Thero is an Indian Glossary or VmU-Mecum, com- 
piled by a Lieutenant Roberts, of the 3rd Regiment N. I.; but it was 
printed in 1800, and his designation is T. T. Roberts; he must be, 
therefore, a different person. Tho papers of R. 15. Roberts indicate 
extensive acquirements, and comprise a very good Persian grammar 
and a translation of a Hindustani grammar, compiled in Latin by a 
missionary named Schultz, and printed at Halle by Professor Cul- 
lcnburg in 1745. 

There are also various Persian documents, very carefully written, 
some of which servo to elucidate historical events of an early date, 
especially those arising out of the political relations that were first 
established with Mir Jallier and his successor, KYisim'Ali Khan; and 
although they do not add materially to our knowledge of the trans- 
actions of that period, they possess some interest as being original and 
authentic : they are also, to somo extent, new; and I have thought, 
therefore, that extracts from them might bo acceptable to the Society. 

The earliest of these documents aro of the time of Mir Jujjier, and 
relate to tho incursion of Shtih Alum; tho later are various letters 
from Kusim Alt Khdn to Mr. Vansittart and the Council of Calcutta. 
Somo of these are translated in Vausittart's Memoirs, hut not all ; 
and as those which aro now met with confirm tho authenticity of those 
which arc thero given, I have thought that some of them might bo 
again translated and published. Not having leisure myself to attempt 
the translation of these papers, Mr. Shakcspear has been kind enough, 
at my request, to accomplish tho task for the information of tho 
Society. 

Tho first documents that I have to notice relate to a transaction 
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which excited, whon it bocamo known in England, n. lively sonsution, 
and was niado tho subject of parliamentary investigation. It con- 
cerned tlio share tiikon l>y Colonel Caillaud in an atrocious projoct, 
devised by tho Nawrib or by his son, for the assassination of tho Shall 
Znda; to an agreement to which effect Colonel Caillaud acknowledged 
ho allowed his Real to bo affixed. The inquiry that took place, with 
his vindication of his conduct, is ono of the subjects of tho first report 
of tho Cominillco of the House of Commons printed in 1772 ; but aa 
that report gives only Colonel Caillaud's statements, and docs not 
present any documentary evidence, tho following copy of the agree- 
ment, with tho particulars, as furnished by a celebrated individual 
of that (imo (Raja Shitab Itiii) to Mr. Hastings, may bo thought 
worthy of preserving. 

lAj_^_,lcl -4 yfj I^LAi-j-vJLsVajI «Xii fjykjua J^Aaiue •^Sfi 
jA» yb Jjrtll b &*) &A>\y2L J^j J*j *H1 f \jij\ C1a«J j^ak* 

« " «W yj } ' ; «.«» *' 1 «Xw <>JL£Jy&. ,cL» I^SXO /^j*«0». jy^OJ tS 

( — 5£xt> ^j ^Ki^aLi y^l tS jv*S *yi <*)L» J9 ^ QjU-tb j 

5 Aft*^) «Xrf>lyi gt&U«6 J^yJ (_L>^ **— **V ^ (.1*31 **/..Jj 

«V*» tr*^' A*' ***• f . }•"*•**» JV" 5 rjlw 
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" Copy of mi Agreement, under tlic seals of tlio Nawiib Shujii ul Mulk 
(Mir Jullicr), of the Nawiib Nasir ul Mulk (Mil an, his eldest son), 
mid of Mubiiriz ud daulah Saif Jang (Colonel Caillaud). 

" To Kliiindi lls'ii, greeting. 

" Wo have received the assurances of fidelity and atlacliincnt, 
which might bo expected from your long services, in your letter to 
Hujah Chilikan Sing. Your expectations front us are also noticed, 
and, by the blessings of God, will bo accomplished. In a word, your 
merits will lie estimated by your exertions and services, and wo 
swear by our faith that if, according to what you havo written, you 
make the Shah-ziida prisoner, and bring him to us, or kill hiin, you 
will receive one lakh of rupees ill full, besides having that considera- 
tion paid to you which will bo due. lie of good cheer. 

" Written in the month of Shuban, in the first year [of tho reigu 
of Shsih A lam J. 

" l'.S. — After tho execution of this business, you havo tho Zainiu- 
dari of Kiimgar Khan granted to you iu perpetuity." 



, . yl£j> jw* Ak> dj«*5k»- *j <s\j v__»Ia<C» A^^jl^-« iai- 

iSJuv^ *T CIj^-JH jy*y* CL*be\y* &*{*" &\j£\ <s\j.? »>>xj 
^t K^xib J" <s \\i\ jbj^^ <S \j < iyM^c A^LxJ jy*aL* {jj^ jj 

xS*m j -$o» l—oLs^jU *jJXT j^UXaw^T ^ J^xi •4?*^' tr*oii 

l^jlsaAf OiLw ^ j^J i^jS*" J*-*^ «**=^«« J** "-T-'IP *S 

( JLsaXjIj 15^ siUil i__o-U> «_^_*~>Xj >*J*yi **~>j *^'j 
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Ooi S j \ XL*}* ^.kLi tfKil kl& »3j.*j SfeK < 5UJ1 ,J>k»j 

jj ( $ u~Xjt ,^J 5 __jw* a<15 o^^r< «^>^ ^t 5 (^_»^ 

<X}1^is\£}.j }>\y=*\ rP«\v» £^^ J-asx^) i__*=*Uaj _j f^.jj 
£>j*a*. AMI J.b xLiib stf yfc i^jj ft ^U* ^.i j1«XA«ji «>J\.»- 
A*sAx> yM v'v J^y ti^i^ *&« fc;£<H^ *^l> W*' J** •^•'X 

(^j\ j4> aT ifb tf«x5l^r aJ5! U ii* i^l»jl^« ^til^j ^Li^Ax*. 

xib Uiij (^>Ui ^K.*^ «>*-=c>~o i)kLo c^liViftvoj ^ «>JL5 aj^j 
^jjy* <-— »|y y^ a.«.xaV.j! oJl^ai ellxii^j *3^JU^. «x£ «\A!^si 

*^s» w« /. ,LsaXe ( 3^l*» I . »jj3 ^ J^^V Cl.>' J *' ^J** 1 ^ «**^-« 

t , »a>Lwg » " iVjit .J A3 < ■ <j>L»o «_!2-wyof j'JLwC 1 )tJ AJt»i : i1 (JLl«.«l 
«__o>.L« j.x«*^o h.^^4J j^lis ^b>J il_il.<jJae t5^J>^ (jj^ 
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yl^r. K.v>IJb Sjj^b^t Sji j ib ,$1^ u^^ a,* L» ab 

j1i\a**}»X-) <-__o>.Ltf ^aammo -vX/JUJ" sla=»^o (__3y«^o i ■ < ~» Uj 
i^4.j jj <__*Xl3 i^-a. j\ $yj tS ^AadcC; i^-i (^j\ O^xj ,«v£b 

■ " ■-A af ^isxi ji.^. cf^-< *■!—«•» y^ 3-°* V' ^ *^ 
j1jo:« 5 ov ^jUa^jt «\ib j^JiL. i,* (^j^tr^ u-^b ^' >-^-i;>* 3 ^; 

" Letter from Maharaja Shilab Uiii to Jals'idat Jang, Mr. Hastings, 
tlio kind benefactor of his friends — Sahim. 

" After tho assurance of my earnest desire for a lia|>]>y mooting, a 
greater gratilicatiou than which cannot Lo imagined, the acknow- 
ledgment of your most kiml communication is made, the purport of 
which friendly dispatch is to this effect, that, on the pint of tho 
Nawiib Shains-ad-daulah [Vansittart] and the members of the Council 
of Calcutta, you instruct me that a certain paper which tho Nuwub 
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Mir Mohammed Jallicr Khan Bahadur, tho lato Sadik All Khan, and 
Colonel Caillaud had written, respecting the seiznro of the Bridshiih- 
Ziida, had fallen into the hands of tho Siihib, on which account you 
command mo to write to him, to make inquiry, and, if in his posses- 
sion, to send it to your servant. The arrival of this dispatch has 
afforded exceeding satisfaction to your friend. 

" Before the receipt of your obliging letter, however, Mr. William 
Ellin had written to me on tho same subject, and I had written to him 
in reply, giving him nil tho particulars, which were tho following; 
although, as 1 was not at Azimabad (Patna) at tho time, I had no 
concern in the correspondence. 

" At the lime that tho Emperor His Majesty Shah Alain 
Bahadur, proceeded towards Murshidahnd, and had arrived in tho 
Chakla of Burdwnii, llnja Chihkan Sing, tho Haikiira of tho 
government of Mir Mohammed Jallicr Khan Bahadur, Molmbat Jang, 
intrigued with I /da Khandi Itai, who at that time was the Mukhtar 
of Nawab Akidat Allah, that is to say, of Mohammed Kamgrir 
Khan, and was also the private secretary of His illustrious Majesty, 
and promised and agreed that if ho would effect tho death or tho 
seizure and delivery of Shah A lam to tho parlies, he should reccivo 
a present of a lakh of rupees and tho Zumindiiri of Kaluga r Khun, 
conformably to which a written engagement was authenticated by tho 
seals of Mir Mohammed Jallicr Khan Bahadur, tho lato Nawab Sadik 
Ali Khiin, and the Nawab Mubririz ul Mulk Saif Jang Bahadur, that 
is, Colonel Caillaud. When His Majesty returned from Murshiditbnd 
to Azimabiid, an there were then many of my friends and acquaint- 
ances at that place, intelligence of this correspondence was communi- 
cated to me; ami as it has always been my desire to secure the 
favourable opinion of tho English Company, I made the affair known 
to Mr. Amyatt, who was at that time chief of the factory at Patna. 
The aforesaid gentleman said to me, 'It is necessary by all means to 
get that paper from the party.' As ho was in attendance upon His 
Majesty, there was no opportunity of compelling him to give it up; 
but in my earnest desire .to obtain tho good will of the Company, I set 
to work with all the ingenuity I could exert, and promised that if ho 
would give up the paper, ho should receive a pecuniary consideration, 
or the document should be returned. Accordingly, the document was 
intrusted tojme, and I showed it to Mr. Amyatt, who said, * You 
must keep the document in your possession.' I did so for some days, 
when tho person to whom it belonged becoming importunate for 
money, I restored him the paper. A copy of it I sond inclosed in this 
letter. Although Khandi llai is, by the divine decree, deceased, yet the 
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original document witli the tlirco seals is in tlio possession of a person 
residing in Etiiwa, and who is a friend of mine. I might ask him lor 
it, hut ho would not part with it without an equivalent, as he wants 
to make money by it. If. thcreforo, it he any object to have the 
paper again, you will be so good as to write to your friend, that I may 
manage the business; but if a knowledge of the circumstances were 
all that was contemplated, I have stated them in full so far as they 
were known to mo. What more is necessary? May your days of 
happiness and rejoicing bo pcrpotual." 



That such a project should have been entertained is not incon- 
sistent with the character either of Mir Jallicr or of his 6on Miran, 
especially of the latter, who, according to the author of the Sair 
Miitakhcrin, was capable of any atrocity. There might have been 
sonic plausible pretext for the attempt to secure the person of Shah 
Alain at an earlier period, or that of his first incursion, in the begin- 
ning of 1 75f) ; for at that date, his father, Alumgir II., acting under 
the dictation of his Vizir, GliuVi-ud-din, hail commanded Mir Jallicr 
to march to Pat.ua, and secure the person of the Prince ; for, accord- 
ing to the imperial finnan, "some ill-designing people hail turned his 
brain, and carried him to the eastern part of the empire, which would 
be the cause of much trouble and ruin to tho country." Glmzi-ud-diu 
and his brother, Ahmed Khun, wrote to Colonel Clive to the same 
effect; for they were alarmed at the Prince's escape from their grasp, 
and apprehended his raising a party which might he strong enough 
to overturn their power. There never was any disposition in Clive, 
however, to act severely against the Prince, ami although he declined 
to make common cause with him, and imperatively insisted oil his 
withdrawing from Buhar, he commiserated his misfortunes, wrote to 
him kindly and civilly, and even sent him a present of live hundred 
gold mohurs to relievo his distresses, and enable him to get nut of tho 
country. He, therefore, could have been no parly to a proposition 
to secure the Prince alive or dead. 

There can he no doubt, indeed, that tho temptation held out to 
Khrindi Itni to betray his master was made at a suhscipieut period. 
After the Prince's retreat across tho Karainnasa, he was not fur some 
time in a condition to resume his attempts upon llahar, as he had lo.it 
the aid of his principal supporter in his first attempt, Mohammed Kali 
Khan, the independent Governor of Allahabad, who was the chief in- 
stigator of the enterprise, and had joined him with all his forces; thus 
affording an opportunity to his treacherous kinsman, Shuja-ad-daula, the 
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Nawiib of Ondc, who had encouraged him to assist tho Prince, to scizo 
upon the fortress of Allahabad, and deprive Mohammed Knli Khan of 
his possessions. After the expiration of about a twelvemonth, tho 
Prince resumed his attempt, chiefly upon invitation of Kanigrir Khan, 
Zamindtir of Tikari, and of other Zamindars, and again advanced to 
Patna, where ho at first met with some success, defeating Ilamna- 
rayan, and destroying a small party of English sipahis, with their 
commander, Captain Cochrane. Bcforo he could take advantage of 
his victory, the army of tho Nawiib, under tho command of Miran and 
Major Caillaud, arrived, and another action took place, in which tho 
l'rinco was defeated. He was now, however, Emperor, his father 
having boon murdered, and lie had assumed the title, by which he was 
subsequently known, of Shah Alain. His General was not discouraged 
by tho results of tho engagement, but adopted the spirited resolution 
of avoiding the Nawab's army, and, by a rapid circuitous march, falling 
upon Murshidiibad. Tho army of Sliuh Alain had readied tho dis- 
trict of Burdwan in this march, when Caillaud, by groat exertions, 
threw himself between the Emporor and tho capital of Ucngal. Shall 
Alain thought it prudent to decline a battle, and fell back rapidly on 
Patna, which ho once moro assailed, and was very nigh taking it, 
when it was saved by the opportune arrival of Captain Knox and his 
party, detached by Caillaud. It was after his repulse from Burdwan 
and during his inarch against Patna, that the inducement to betray 
him was offered to Khandi ttni; for Mir Jatlicr and his son had both 
been excessively alarmed by his approach, and wero still in dread of 
the result of his movements, and although they seem to all'cct avoid- 
ing to givo him his title of emperor, yot, with rather unaccouiitablo 
inconsistency, tho agreement is dated in the year one, which could 
apply only to the first of his reign, in tho mouth Shabi'tn, sullicieiitly 
corresponding with that of April, 1760, when wc know, from Cail- 
laud's own statement, the agreement was executed as to the means of 
getting rid of the object of their fears. It was not long after this that 
Alirnii was killed, upon tho expedition with Caillaud against Kadim 
llosain Khan, tho Zamindar of Pnrnia, who had brought a consi- 
derable force into the held in aid of Shah Alain, the timely junction 
of which would have probably insured the taking of Patna. With 
tho usual dilatoriness and want of concert which has so repeatedly 
proved fatal to the princes of Hindustan, he did not reach llajipur 
till Patna was safe, and he was defeated by Knox, who had effected 
its security. Ho was then pursued and driven from his country by 
Caillaud. Shah Alain soon after made his peace with the English, and 
fllir Jaflicr ceased to be the Nawiib of Bengal. 
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That Major Caillaud was the oilicer associated with Miran in tho 
movements against Shah Alain is a historical fact beyond question, 
and yet tho author of tho Sair Mutakhcrin, (iiholnm llusain, well in- 
formed as ho was of tho transactions of tho period in which he bore a 
part himself, invariably speaks of Clivc as commanding, not only in 
tho first but in tho second campaign against Shah Alain. In the first 
passage the expression is doubtful: " News coming to the Emperor that 
tho Bengal army was on its march, with the Colonel and tho English 
at its head, they raised their camp, and inarched forward to meet tho 
enemy" (p. 104). Who " tho Colonel" was appears afterwards moro 
positively : — " A few days after this victory, intelligence came that 
Mirao, with tho forces of Bengal, commanded by Colonel Clivc, now 
styled Saif Jang, was hastening to Aziinabad" (p. 121). Clivo is 
therefore the Colonel first intended; and yet this we know to bo 
wrong; and dive's native title never was Saif-jang, but Sahib-jang; 
whilst, as appears from the correspondence, the former was the title 
of Caillaud. There is ono explanation of this blunder which probably 
accounts for its origin, although, from further evidence, we can scarcely 
acquit Gholam ilosain of error, otherwise we might look upon it 
as a mistake, not of his, but of his translator; for however unlike 
the two words Clivo aud Caillaud may be in English letters, there 
is no doubt they arc expressed by tho very same elm rasters in Persian 
( »*K)j which may be read according to the vowel-marks (which aro 
not inserted), Kalio, or Klio, or Kliv. It is highly probable that 
Uholam Hosaiu was deceived by tho mode of writing tho name, for 
that all along ho understood it to be Kliv is rendered indisputable by 
tho following: — " Whether this death [of Miran J made any alteration 
in Colonel Clive's notions we cannot aflirin; but this much is certain, 
that this renowned commander, who so long its he remained in India 
had been always acknowledged as supreme commander of the army, 
as well as chief of the settlement of Calcutta, now took suddenly tho 
resolution of returning home." Now certainly Caillaud never was 
chief of the settlement of Calcutta, nor did he return immediately to 
Europe after the campaign ; in fact, there is a gross blunder in tho 
wholo statement; for Milan's death did not take place until July, 
170'0, and Clivc had returned to England in the preceding February, 
(■holaiu Hosain's character for accuracy is in general so high that 
those mistakes aro very unaccountable, aud are only to be compre- 
hended by supposing that he was misled by tho imperfections of tho 
1'ersiau alphabet. 

Colonel Caillaud never made any mystery of his concurrence with 
this proposition, and states that he immediately apprised the Governor 
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(Mr. llolwcll) of liis having dono so. Ho looked upon it, lio says, as 
an idle scheme, tho execution of which was utterly impracticable, and 
he considered the letter from Khnndi Itiii, on which it was founded, 
to ho a fabrication. Ho acquiesced, however, in order "to atmiso 
and keep up the foolish hopes of tho Nawiib and his son, who required 
no lens a proof (as wo then stood affected towards each other) to 
satisfy thcni, and remove those fonro and jealousies from which wo 
had everything to apprehend.'' Ho accordingly allowed his seal to 
he set to the engagement. Tho reasons assigned by tho Colonel wcro 
considered by the Council of Fort William as acquitting him of any 
evil intention, and (bo Court of Directors, who had ordered tho in- 
quiry, having in tho mean time suspended him from his command, 
confirmed the decision; it sufficiently appearing, to use their own 
words, that "his motives proceeded from tho particular circumstances 
of affairs at the time, bis zeal for the Company's snrvico, tho sudden- 
ness of the occasion, and a thorough conviction that it was an artifico 
<>f tho Nabob to try tho sincerity of tho Company's attachment to 
him, and that no ill consequences would follow therefrom to tho Sluili- 
ziida."— First Report from the Committee appointed to inquire into 
the nature, state, and condition of tho East India Company, 26 May, 
1772. Appendix, No. 10. 

Tho letters of KnViui All Khan are of loss novelty than thorn with 
which we have been engaged, and most of them are already translated 
and published in Vansiltart's Memoirs. Tho following aro not 
amongst flic number, and are of some interest, as showing that it was 
at one time in the contemplation of tho Bengal Government to havo 
af tempted the recovery of Cuttack from tho Marhattas. This public 
object was lost eight of in tho quarrels which presently ensued amongst 
the members of the Government respecting their private interests, ami 
in their disputes with tho unhappy Nawiib, on account of their unjus- 
tifiable pretensions to commercial privileges and profits. 
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jJi* J^i=».t ^Uuil Atf (jj-i^ aIjU.1 jl *f «.x£ jKJ JoiiJ 
^^a.* jl Jlit ^ «x£ «X£l^£ «XjU jJb»1 J^y j' if ; *^" jr>> 

j*H -iy 4 * S.y*" J'-^ ^~' w » . ».3 >*=*' t?*^*!-* (^j'^s- j^ 
j~i- ^»l »k^i> Ajj^ji t_jjjy* aa«ji«xj «__**«l;^ jyix^f 

, . jJCiiL« tJ^lLillX^O yj yMt \\ ^Jii<iy^i aLI±»1 .J^l AJ^XvJT JfA*v 

JU»I «Xw <X8>L.:». jtMJ , J .JU4J i. *' i Ls.lj»-l Ar»v-<8> tJLw*! 
>*'»,oltiS A»!Ac jl j1.X« j'_J* j' J*"*&. *=pj\ } *>)L. •XjLc 

jIvSl ^*-jJ j (•)M<^*ft-*J . j-^ j«»-w OjIXaxa^ i*> aT i " ■— I 

«_^aj>^ -ta>£j j-*»-1 Jla- Ij K\aj1 jl Ij^^o »-^-*^' j ^. «XAly=i 
^Uxjl tf \jj \j>J6 <__AS>LaJt aT *j!j jfJu j sj^I (jjLij j.j 

( tfwJujl tJiiJi** ^j\ jS Jol iniji i^A+r ^vJ t5l»j xiJo Ji.=»-l 
j^< ^A ^j^ jJ> *f <_Hw.t jycCLv (j_j^$ t^l-*" oUJl j< J*^' 
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^ J^l^X^o jl ^ <XJl x.))<)ij flsrlyw «XjU *acuU*- l_,l»l jV Kij.0 
Jbil _j Jj.j <X£ly£. aIiXjL* \j*k>}j ^U jii g\J l ^-*v : ?" *V 

q_ ■pjj jr.j^- sy* *Jl=i jl rtk^ A^*** (J&^jt CL*\si.\<y*« ji 

J^J CLv^UaJ < jj.AaJij Jjflj Ls^J" SJKij .Juyo ^ uIIaXJXa^ ^.kLi 

^j-o A3u «_H.woUi> jLjiiil \l AxT (. <£>J jrj^ >-r-*=»l*aJ' *J* 

l?^' ' . «'^\? * 5 >-=»- <*-<^ J-J *l**» «ly=C\J C—Ak ']*J^J j**^ 3* 

**jy jy^^i t*£-yZ* kJ6Z£> } jyXf i,.'.' »»i« Ax*tv*S aa£U 

t ^>-*"> *>A.*^> «X_«l A^lj^i ■ " i—.Vi *axJ1 t£\.&- *T ■ " i...i1.Vjl,« 

(jl^ t^ 6 -***^» S- J V ^^ j* *i^j jV H=?- j' >ft* **" 
jl br'S'^ <-__Ai»ljk2Jl iltX^I 9 *^>y^ {joss* Owol «X/M^ir* jj 

ij.j I^ajI *f ^jj tfiMA gl^il ilOv^l jl *i cIIawI U-Xxi^ f. ^ 



TO OCCDRKBNCRS IN BENGAL. 127 

tr^ j*s»l J'>^ OyAa-o cJj^ v)Wj^» j^l »M ^*^H j' ^ 

^J*XJ (^J^ y*** «X*«V* ^*-« J'>&»t (-1Lax*mJ Aj aIL Jsjywjk+j 

*) <. " »«««1 jUijJ A*a»: fcV a i_11aJUv. i . \.y\c ,i vSl=»1 « Aii*-fl 

^U1»U CUS^j aT ^Ua.1^0 } (__jUaJi L> ( — 5uL, j^jLovaoX^ 

lAuJjyXT) { fij,ylij AXj^3T Oj^AflU ji JV* o 4 '-* s ^* "'^-^J 

JaT, ^IjU ^k*. aT JU.J AAi c/ -i JJLs. Ij - c^-**J i_J^ y 

3>j AAlyi. jAS to- .XS ^A^ AJljj iliT <J,kj aT t^VA+f g> j 

V^ t?^|^ 8 «H* fl ***L» ji 1^,1 aT syoji i>yL -1^1 

4-^1 «N ^Jjto ji A^AtuJi UiU (jj-Jji tlwl i^jajtri 
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Letter from the Nawad Mir Muiiammed Kasim Kuan 
to Mr. Vansittaht. 

" To tlio Naw;il» Sahib, the kind friend, high in dignity, exalted 
of rank, dispenser of benefits to relatives and friends — Health. 

" After that my desire and wish for an interview, complete in 
delight, nay, tlio essence of all I long for, has been made clear to 
your luminous, friendly-disposed mind, tho favour of a letter, per- 
fumed with [the information of your] welfare, written on tlio 2(>tb of 
the month llajab, having been received with [tho welcome of] resto- 
ration to health, has m:i<lo my expectant mind happy and joyful with 
tlio glad tidings of the favourable disposition of one whoso very 
nature is tempered with benevolence. It is noted by the iuvestiga- 
tion-pourtrnyiiig pen that, in invading Cuttack, tho benefit of your 
humble servant, rather than the advantage of the Company, is tho 
object to which your exalted views are directed ; and previously it 
was given in writing that tho oxponcos of tho Company's army must 
horcafter he defrayed by my government; but now, from the contents 
of your friendly letter, it appears tliat in this matter there is not 
so much attention shown to your humble servant, because, finding it 
inconvenient for tho Company to bo at extraordinary cxponco, you 
have stopped the proceeding in this undertaking, although your 
humble scrvaiit will from his heart uso ovcry effort in this affair; 
and if tho English army will act up to the wishes of their faithful 
ally, you will accomplish tho business. 

" It is now sonic length of time since the Siiba of Cuttack was 
separated from the Niaimat (Bengal government), and given up to 
tho sway of the Marhaltas: to recover it a second time is making an 
addition [to what is before stipulated?]. Whatever the Company 
may expend on this affair your humble servant will repay; and all 
that had been detached from the Bengal government previous to the 
treaty [between us], you will regard as not included in the contract 
then formed. Tho treaty between us stipulates that wherever Za- 
inindars and others within my territory shall raise up disturbance 
and excite disorder, the Company's army shall lend its aid to punish 
any such rebellious subject. My friend! whenever did I, from tlio 
commencement of our intercourse till the prenont moment, utter or 
write a word implying that you did not act in any matter for the 
benefit of your humble servant, but for the advantage of the Com- 
pany, that you, my friend, should write in this manner 1 He, to 
whom all secrets arc manifest, well knows that from the beginning it 
has been constantly impressed on tho miud of your huiublo servant, 



TO OCCURRENCES IN BENOAL. 121) 

by reason of tlio favours with which he has been honoured, that what- 
ever may have been the transactions which yon, Sir, have taken in 
hand, your aim has been purely the benefitting of your humble ser- 
vant : and as to the failuro of attention iu your humble servant to tlio 
affair written about, the reason of it must bo attributed to the slato 
of the base Indian army, in a good and splendid service; for it, since 
the time of the old emperors and the former viceroys (nazinix), never 
observed obedience as it ought, nor accomplished the undertaking of 
its master in a becoming manner; and having obtained information 
relative to tho incomings and outgoings of Outlack. that on condition 
of its being added to [the Bengal government], certainly there will, 
all things considered, bo a jaediid (assets for tlio maintenance of 
troops) to the amount of five or six lakhs of rupees; whilst, at pre- 
sent, for the purpose of gaining the addition, large sums will have to 
bo expended from my private resources; for these reasons, doubt has 
before now risen in my mind : besides, how has the sulci of Bengal in 
its integrity boon placed uudor the sway of the Niuim? that you, Sir, 
should write of Cuttack's being a matter apart from the dominion of 
the Niizim. Tho Nawab Mir Mohammed Jallier Khan gave up to 
the dominion of the enemy [the Marhattas] from the Zila of llirhhum 
to about five kos from Murshid:ib:id, and made himself responsible for 
near two krors of rupees as pay to the army; in such sort, that mal- 
administration, with disorder of various kinds, was produced. This 
is not a thing unknown; and your humble servant, when he under- 
took the charge of the Nizamat (government of Bengal), supposed that 
there would be something certainly to be obtained; ho was not then 
aware that not more than forty thousand rupees would be got from 
the treasury of tho Nawab Jallier All Khan. Solely by the kind- 
ness and assistance of you, Sir, was tho enemy expelled from Birhhum, 
&c., these parts restored to the suba of Bengal and 1'atna, and a 
diminution effected in the debt owing to the army: till this is to ho 
attributed to your friendly support, and not to the assistance of the 
Indian army, which belonged in like manner to the Nawab Mir 
Miihammod Jallier Khan [but was of no avail to him]; and what 
ability baa the tongue (point) of the pen to describe the assistance 
and patronage so kindly afforded, in every way and manner, by that 
obliging friend to his humble servant, when ho formed an army for 
him from among the English troops? Indeed, my heart is fully con- 
scious Hint had not your exalted friendship interposed its inlluence 
iu the affairs of your humble servant, this degree of order and well- 
doing in I hem could never in any way have been attained, but that 

they would have been worse than were the rirc stances of Mir 

vol. xui. K 



130 OIUUINAL DOCUMENTS BELATINO 

Muhammcd Jaflicr Klifin; and your humble servant is in sncli a statu 
of distress that when the former rascally liuitasaddis and hankers, 
who, in (ho limes of (ho preceding Governors of Bengal, were ready to 
givo ten or twenty lakhs of rupees for the management of the business 
of tho Nizamat, refuse cvon to give two thousand to the existing 
government: moreover, it is necessary to send treasure to the imperial 
presence, and to pay tho army; but why should tho explanation bo 
thus drawn out in a manner which leads to perplexity and vexation? 
At this moment, when 1 have answered and dismissed Jauko NiVik, 
the Wakil of Jam'i Ji, tho Marhatta, what means remain [to me] to 
pay tho Company's troops about to proceed against Guttack ? You 
must write [to mr|, directing that, such being the case, if I shall see 
it. possiblo to fulfil my engagements, I must certainly accomplish it; 
and, in case of my being unable to pcform so much, I will respectfully 
explain [to you] the reasons: for to undertake what is out of one's 
power, and then, in line's inability to accomplish one's engagements, 
to depart from the contract entered into, is at variance with good 
faith. In this matter, wbalovcr may bo tho way yon shall bo pleased 
to point out, we shall act according to that. Why should I writo 
more? He your days of happiness and prosperity ever-during !" 



lft.\Ajl \\ *Oj1 yj i^jna'Lt $y*\ aLkt'I «JUoU ts*\£ 

&Jl iXil^isr -j*. <*jjj. jlJ ijji gu jl yUJ" .iXxf £•»)« j\jS 

x^Xj\ ^ Li j L^_vi^r ,XA\)-i.. i^jjyo g-y> (J^lX^yi ,}L«»-«I y 

l5VX«jijf I *JA*3J ^ g>**J' ****>* AxSjJ <JJ^- j' 0"t j^ jf^" 

\\ vlLoi-L" k«uXJL« _) jyym^t lyJjAi t**J*-> *■*>♦■* J.***? ^****J 
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fry* (•_ )iiA«yJ jLw*-«l aj iyiM *^ajuo / . .Uof jj-^Kj <aaa»^j 

C^li ,X»Lj ( J^S^c j£j&$ glte l—^>y^ &J$ ^Lk^^j 

vJl*»L» AA^^. JijS xotVi^j jJ aC.cvJ* y^j^VP ^^*2j djliiUH 

is* 5^U°J* 13"*^ f***£ j£jJ> i-^LsaJul . ^«\ &J>\yL 3-fJ 
liiL*. Aii'iiA jX*w« its Ju&>\ f ~s: y±s >^r* 'jlu' "'' 

/^vajL^* j>-«' *r »>>*j^ i*«^_^r (jaaAj K^r *£*» t^utc* 

45 Xa« ata iXJ>l^.^. (jii^j / . sL£)\ j.sLj xc^jfc *xiit>l^jA-« 
^ta Li" ^ iXm A_jfcl^. si «.*»!,.«. i . ■ol;s>jL>l j6 i$^L«Cct |j- ^ 

k: 2 
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" From tlio Nawfib Mir Muhammad Kasim Khan to tlio Nawab 
Shams-ud-daula, Mr. Vnnsittart. 

" Your honoured letter, rcploto with unanimity, intimating that 
' from the commencement of the inarch of the English army till tho 
obtaining of victory, ami Cuttack be actually entered, less than five or 
e\x lakhs of rupees will not bo expended; and you have informed 
me that (ho expediting of tho army may tako place this year, or it 
may bo fixed for tho futuro: also, that you have sent two Serjeants, 
with sonic siprihis, for tho purpose of searching for runaway 
Europeans.' Captain Carstairs, too, had before written to mo that 
Iho inquiry and investigation into this matter should actually take 
phrro. Having reeeivc<l letters from tho Nawtfb Vizir (Mr. Van- 
sitfart?), as well as from Mr. Ellis and Captain Carstairs, they de- 
lighted mo with the glad tidings of your welfare. From your 
honoured letter it appears that, for tho convenience of both parties, 
tho expediting of an army against Cuttack must bo stopped for this 
year. My friend, what has been delineated by your pen is correct, 
for there is great distress with us by reason of tho expediturcs. God 
willing, at the (intended] meeting, for tho advantage of both parties, 
in such way as the contract may bo concluded with respect to this 
matter, in that way it shall bo done ; and I do not listen to the words 
of nny designing person, but account the friendship and good will of 
you, Sir, as preferable to all other considerations; and may that, in 
which the prosperity of your affairs, as well as the increaso of amity 
between both parlies may seem to consist, ho actually done. As to 
Mr. Ellis, who by violence, and contrary to the rules of friendship, 
wants to search the fort, 1 can never allow him to enter it; but as to 
Mr. Hastings, Jahidat-jang Bahadur, who is coming from your part, 
and Mr. McGwire, .lasarat-jang Bahuxlur, who is about to return from 
this part, I will give a written order that they be admitted within 
the fort, to search the different habitations, and make inquiry about 
tlio white people, hecauso between them and us is unity of purpose; 
but, by reason of his insolence {tsimSjjj), to allow the search to a 
man 6ent by Mr. Ellis, would bo an act of infamy. He makes tho 
demand with a view to exciting enmity; I will never give leave for 
tho search to any man of his; it would bo productive of universal 
contempt and mistrust in my government, and even to the Emperor's 
court, as well as to both high and low everywhere ; it would spread 
as a proof of misunderstanding between [us, i.e., the Company and 
myself]. They would say sneeringly that the Supcrintendant of the 
Patna factory got possession of the fortress of Mongir by bullying in 
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this way. You should attentively consider tho subject in this light. 
Why should I intrude on you with writing more 1 May your days of 
happiness and prosperity ho evor -during I" 

A translation of the following letter is published in the second 
volume of Vansittart's Narrative, p. 97, hut without tho original, 
which strikingly illustrates the extortion aud iusolcoco to which tho 
unhappy Nawah was subjected. 



A-oLfi iLs?'l Kt\± (y*j*« OoIsjXa-o jaas^o * " » »V> U, ^.*«o j^iX-o 

i M* (jjW^y* (j_>' j' V^W^ri' t&^.J^ j' *^ ^ *N».W J>* 
Cw«l HiXii (_>y*aijl j.^1* Last jt S^y*J i-11a**j j .Xxi ^ nijj" 0^ 

CjL)^> ^ CjUCoLoji l?lj-J *J _j A>.CiXJ yhjA'Xso {j\->j^> ^,1 AJiXxx** 

^)u s " 1-4 sovi; ii^j jl?*^ t ^*^' "'y^j' *j a£aj>'3!Uk>-« J>-J~« 
^.Aib ^i j uJwjb^j Ca«^ (j_>' j' ' — 3iik< aIL »iU*-ji x^Uj 

lilj..,.** AA,£yi AJ (jJvW^Y* (j_^W tS^* dj5l-aEN-» (^_j1 *A-o»XA* 
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(jos\iu jjUj ^:> }l U~£i & "-—as-UwJ ^ ,XJ_,Ij £aXj «\»- 
t^jyj) y by 9 "&?•*.;. .> Jkjfcj ) >^^*J' .j 45% i 4^' $"* i CLiIj 

1_La«V LAV>^» .Ia-waJ > . yj] Cfl^AAN ) «XLll«\_^0 <_ll-*iijy> j <N^- = * - 
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WA*> 5 Wj* lily*-^ ti^**^ '**-' .3 ^O'^jJ Xo&jfc ^Juijt ^Jjf 
jL £/*>A$ y (_^K-<> y> ^iUU Jut* cr i .*;=» U *T o*l 

^IaSAJ AjLJL* Ij&'.'ij jWsSXj (_LLaam.j i-OjJ' AJlyi ^ ^j^iisfSySf « 

i£j\ &s*\yi gAJ .iVj j«i ^y^jjj u«o uJLLw ^Jj-J* if \j£a« lir' i<i 

JL«~j1 ,5-«L~ vJLLv-OvXir ijmJLsC i^.j gjlXwji lyLsUl tf *»j^j .jw' ^ 
jU=CV< f**$ LasOljlJ^JjT yi> ^ i>^>ji <MA|^;i *JlllL^ CLa^I* 

j<i cf^ *f 8 j^j cr^W ^ stfi-ll*sijvi ^ »N!/^ ^^^^ yfii^ 
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V**s Li.^> ,J r" lr* u**i J j^ «**'y=^ ) 4>jlCa«.J ^ »ijX; i^l. 3 IAj 

^ a=> s«>L»\ <_11«.«.1 j-* 5 *' .J^f^ QjUai/ ^ w«V,^ol tj*-*** 

A Letter op the Nawab Mir Muhammad KAsim KiiXn to tub 
Nawab Siiamkuddaula, Mr. Vansittart. 

"To tlic Nawiib-Sahib, the kind friend, high in authority, exalted 
in dignity, dispenser of bounty to relatives and friends — Health! 

" A fter the declaration of my ardent wish for the honour of an 
interview, which is indeed the choicest of things to ho desired, has 
been made known to [your] mind, the bcnevolenco of which is un- 
bounded, it is written by lyotir] concord-perfumed pen, that nenr [me] 
your humble servant there must be designing people, who, contrary to 
appearances, harbour (ho intention to excite dissatisfaction between 
tin's side [myself] and the Sarda'rs (Company's officers), into which 
matter investigation should be made, and tho mischief-maker bo 
punished. On this head, you, Sir, should well consider what I am 
writing, which is that when, after having made an agreement as well 
as a settlement of affairs, I took my departure from you to proceed to 
this quarter, I have never, in contradiction to that agreement, offered 
opposition to any individual, whether officer or sepoy, or stopped any 
boat or merchandize of yours, my friend; nor have I over sent any 
ono piyada (messenger) for farma'ishats or the customary (bahriyiit) 
allowances of the districts (mahsils) assigned to the Company; but 
have in all respects refrained from them; nor have I ever written to 
yon, my friend, any letter relative to those mah.ils (districts). 
friend, at no timo has any act proceeded from me which can bo 
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regarded as contrary to the observances of amity and the treaty ; you 
may, therefore, be assured that in the court or society of your Immblo 
servant, no mischief-maker nor evil designer could possibly find admis- 
sion : yet it is the practice of the Sardiirs on your side to excite a 
disturbance in my dominions, that they may plunder my subjects, 
and presuming on the low state of affairs here, they insult and dis- 
honour my people : so that from tho very frontier of Hindustan to 
Calcutta they have occasioned contempt and disrespect for us. Having, 
moreover, newly erected in every pargana and every village, in somo 
ten, in others each twenty factories (kothi); and having sot. up the 
flags and standards of the Company, and exhibited the Company's 
licenses (dastak\ they uso every exertion to injure and distress the 
tillers of the land as well as tho traders and others belonging lo my 
government. The permits, too, and orders for the searching of boats, 
which you, Sir, sent heretofore, correctly prepared and signed wiih 
your own seal, and which I have forwarded to every (ulisiuki) placo 
for the collection of customs, aro uniformly disregarded by the Knglish- 
iiien ; nay, by beating and putting in confinement, they have insulted 
and continue to insult my people. Having, as abovo noticed, raised 
up these now factorios, they commit such acts there as were never 
before heard of in tho country ; so that every Bengali agent in every 
factory, having becomo an exciter of disturbances, looks upon himself 
as nothing below the Company ; and in every pargana and village and 
factory buys and sells salt, betel-nut, butter, rice, straw, bainbii, mat- 
ting (tiit), fish, ginger, sugar-candy (chini), tobacco, pepper, long 
pepper (piphi-iut'il\ and opium 1 ; besides these things, also, there are 
more,— too many to be enumerated. Moreover, they take away by 
force tho goods and chattels of the peasants, traders, &c , and for an 
article worth a rupee they give a quarter of a rupee; exacting, on tho 
other hand, by violence, live rupees from a respectable man for mer- 
chandize worth not more thau one rupee: and a cultivator (asami) 
who is a payer of rent to tho amount of a handled rupees lo our 
government, they dishonour by tending to prison for live rupees. 
To any ono person of mine they give no employment or olliee (ami). 
At this time, near four or live hundred factories, newly built, aro 
established in tho districts (mahabit) of my government: ami in 
each of thoso factories such trouble and injury is occasioned to tho 
affairs of the poor and the peasants as cannot be described. My col- 
lectors in every town have been obliged to give up the duties of their 
offices; so that by reason of these innovations, ami tho impossibility 

1 In these, articles, the English were, by treaty, restrained from rivaling. 
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of collecting the taxes, tlio customs, and the revonuo. thcro is n defi- 
ciency to my government of nearly twenty-fivo laklis of rupees an- 
niuilly. When things arc in this state, how c:in your liumblo servant 
fulfil his engagements 1 How pay tho Emperor's money 1 How dis- 
charge what is duo to the army? How provido what is iudispcusihlo 
for himself 1 As, for instance, in the pargana of Dinajpor, whore I 
have sent and fixed Ham Nath Bliadri as collector, iu addition to tho 
former factory, there are set up twenty now ones in one market (ganj), 
of which tho aforesaid collector has transmitted mc ii list, as well as 
tho names of the agents (gumushlaha), which is forwarded unaltered 
to youj Sir, for your inspection; and every agent there acts as if ho 
were under no authority; so that, when ho pleases, ho allows my 
collector to sit down [in the factory], and, when he pleases, lie forbids 
his entrance.' It is, therefore, a matter of the greatest anxiety [to 
mo] that your attention and deliberation bo directed to tho manner in 
which straw, hamhu, Ike-., that never appertained to tho Company, aro 
bought and sold ; mid, in like maimer, as this government meddles 
not with tho affairs of the districts (maluilat) which aro given over to 
the Company, it is lit that you, Sir, together with tho Sardiirs (gentle- 
men in oflicc), and others tho English people, should not have to do 
with tho districts which, by your favour, aro now belonging to your 
humble servant. In all that was stipulated for and contracted on my 
part, not a single thing at variance has been done, is doing, or shn.ll 
bo done; then why do t,bo Sardiirs and others, Englishmen, debase and 
render contemptible our authority, as well as countenance what is 
detrimental to lis? llavo the goodness shortly to take these matters 
into consideration, and let them not bo overlooked in any way; for 
these things aro bringing the authority of your humble servant into 
contempt, and aro most detrimental to his interest. Why should I 
write more 1 He tho days of your happiness and prosperity evcr- 
during !" 

A translation of the following letter has also been printed in 
Vaiisitlart's Memoirs (vol. ii. p. 43); but it places iu so distinct 
and lively a manner tho unprincipled proceedings of the Council of 
Fort William iu their conduct towards Kiisim Ali, and tho feelings 
which it conld not fail to inspire, that it is highly valuable as a his- 
torical record, and deserves to bo further authenticated ; tho original, 
therefore, is hero for tho first time printed, with a translation prepared 
by Mr. Shalcyspear for the Journal. 

1 Or, " forbids him to interfere." 
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«— S=»L5 i_aJLs<JL> jl *j» a j i\! >.y w.i M>>-« *^ /. ^.x^baJl 
AiajLi jl i^ixtJLjl iSA+Zf** i ■ \s3Cj j^j<v*j ^aj U-aa-o i__JlJo 
&^*jF J&\ i «XAliyO AXj j>^- i_^_*»l (_^\jj*i *«** f V"* 
.XLAlycu ^yyy LtSjoL tfli'l -U> x^i -.^Li ^l jl ootj 

aT £'|>M is* *—**•' «***; «—-**» U«o jl vXaax^« «___Jl1? ^ 

\^L\jmjJ6 (^ja$ aT iXilliXj C5^Vj ,}bsA^ A ' w 8jjji ^ / . ^io 

^b.s.baJi i^j iOjJ" J^xi' aT ^b.2*Le tst^j (-—oLsEVijJ ^ 
^jbyg ^l jl C__*j>-Lkj ^i iL» »>Oijj C— ijviiJ ^VUIj jl 

c_ajI=evaj jl *T i^ii^j *^.Xx-o «x5j1<Xa^o i «jj-ioi ili^ij ,i aT 

V»^l (JlwiJ -\a£j JJjI.Xa*o <__-oljs\AJ jl tf^-Ci 1_Jl=»1> » 
AJ <-__oL=2V>j\ iXajUa/wo l__aX1o <__oL=£vIj1 j\ A*cb fltXCt , 

aT Job i^Uwl io^T j\y» s $}'i tss^i" jV is\jj ^U^b^jb 

aT 8^y jljii stf jJb c—ajI-jaajI j JOjb ^Ji3 ,X<, ,^1 jj 

(j_>^WjY* L^ *'* f^'* 3 *- is*&t JLs^« a L- .,m Sj.a£ 5 ^ ,l 5 ij.j 

^jXib <Xxj aT <>Jl nib A^i^i sijj' jljjll t^H^T ( j»b jl 

•XaaAJs f?'.*^' *ibj U-i j' cJ^J^ i tr*^ "j - ^ L'j'-'' 1 ^ 
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CL>' *— -"'>* *>jj Ki^T ^,1^5 A*- yl> t-.vJLs^jl *=euU=» 

***J *-r-* ; >>*J (j^ <?'>*-» «>«J *«X*j tf Uul ^l? ^ jyCf 

<?* £V* ^ s?~^ J J il tf aJj^JIu-^k u_»y ^U ^L, 
j' cy*S*f **" f *'* t^>' <?V* (s^ J»j^> j* *}j»\ *jjj .ill 

^S^' t?-4— J ' J-*=*J «XXj.U3 ^>Aaj a^i «^1a*»^^ j^? ^^j 
Jyf _, <xJi sib xZZjJ yX^J jQ+j *^[j ^yi iOyl ^U. ^ 

li£«*ijt <J1a»Ij j «Xj «X>U> Aa**sJ *AjiL, ^SV* ji jl b("j' 

f>*;-* ts-*' - * fi^ 1 ' t?|/f 5U»Lo A^» s^J; a^„ ^jU^UaJI 
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jJsLsJ. aT Sy\l ^jfl y,\ji i$ij2» ^wJuj! ^ «XjL ^ j<X*^J 
A) Ajj S»>vi Ujt .XIaan JL AxiT »\ilj ila^'l ^ t 5*«3^ laj^w 

a^j .XAlyi- trJlsaJLil (j^Xsx* jJ *aIj -L.S- -Uxf aT 8JJ; 

•-rAJLs^j^ j^«*.sr ^Ip^Aail < j-k jl <s-[$ i?V.f- aT 

I^Xilj f'^=» (_•_>' 45****^ , -^-**^j ,i i.-sy •*>♦> Ool^J' 

8<X<>1 ji /. ^L*.=»l*aJl i_lloLi i«Xj jJ I ^ i^.i; a.xiLiL* , \j.a^j 
■Jt^xi aXsLI J»> (j^g.AJk.ij aj aT «XaX«m »ij aXx;^j j\ -.Ij »Ki;lj 

s«>J; xX* i J>J*** (• )t-*^>l*s>l $ <£*&* y —— KJ Si «-^-**»l OjjLst" 
^Ix^-Lail jjUaiLi Aj jj iXj aJ _j "^j^" «-^-«JuUr aJ ^ kA/JL»_, 

J|yv| 1_HaX*vJ ««J j «X«jt>«\A^) L^ Jj ,J |j ^UJCUk /. jAA2C\$ 

j iW^ j^*^*' < -r- v *'"^ v *^' ^J J -iJ lT*^*.' >***-« ^ l -^- , - , ~^:^ "•*>**•>/. 
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AaflJU*- detail JJlii J^j &iyo »___-_« U_> jyt\ jj> J* } 

Al^jJ^td <-_»'>** JiZy^ ^^ ,,X ^' ^ _■'>»■' **v^' 
.V>b j_^\' tf|^J JjX<<X3uJliI yi jm, ^\ 5)b» ^ -I XiZy j^LjJ 

^>\y j\jS ^1 A$£AAJ t__A«»1 XJjf Cl>j1«>>C ^ _\lM l^oLsXAJ jl 

V^Ls^-Si' CJ^^-ol jbJl JA>.^.Cj.> ty _*f jL aT J^^j AiAl^ii 

KjjXi (__5Laj» aT Lv _sd_» J^o v^W^' i/lAjVjJ ^ -o^Xj 

«MMjaC ^UiuJt <__oU_Ujl tfL*,K SytJ SX&SjZ? }\ AflAAAJ 

^i«4Jj< AT fSljN ^i OyUJ ^y^aj JO jl CLa-*,.* ) CLj^,\j 
(jciLs.1 jJ aT «___v*»I J — JiiacLo t__oLsXijl »J=lir y&&. s' 
«\£ y&\y~£ C1»jIaj ^^jj ^L=»L_J1 5 4_JLs\ijt klAJjl j 

t-^L Aifcl^is: si, ^jajI^» Alar") ^ (fUjO ^Lyo ji> ^JUbi iXj.Uj 



LETTISH FltOM TUB Na\vA|I Mill MlTIIAMMAD KA8IM KlIAN TO 

tub Council op Fort William. 

" It is a cause of groat surprise that you, Sirs, should unjustly ask 
for a sum of twenty lakhs of rupees from me: such a procedure is out 
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of character for tiny respectable person. It is far from |>ro|>er that 
you should now demand what you would not before receive, and re- 
fused; but, repenting of what you had done, you should subsequently 
make the demand in the name of your masters. The case is this: 
souio time ago I promised that I would give it to Mr. Henry Vansit- 
tart and certain other gentlemen; but at that time they refused, say- 
ing, ' Wo arc well-wishers to the Company's affairs, and we cannot 
take anything for ourselves; let Bardwan, &c, three nmlnils be given 
to the Company ; that is stillioieut.' For the sake of the gentlemen 
who assented to the contract, but who havo now left this country, as 
well as for tho sake of two or three from among them still remaining 
here, let it not bo made public that you thought of instituting this 
demand; and with what sort of dast-awcz (writing), and with what 
kind of petition, can those gentlemen, who have honoured this country 
with their coming here [lately], ami who unfairly make this claim on 
ino, solicit aught of us? It behoves them to have; regard to the cm- 
tract entered into between me and those gentlemen mi the part of the 
Company. When I assented to givo up to the Company, Uardwnn, 
&c, three niahals, those friendly persons, 1 who acted on tho part of 
the Company, gave ino a written assurance, as agreed upon, that 
'after tho getting possession of Bardwan, in: , three niahiils, I will 
not ask from you a dam or dirhem more.' Whatever 1 hail promised, 
that in full and completely havo 1 performed; besides, in conse- 
quence of what I had said, and to secure the good will of the N'awiib 
Shams-ud-daula Bahadur, as well as for the gratification of myself, I 
gave the sum of live lakhs of rupees over and above, for the purpose 
that the Company might be satisfied and pleased with the Nawah 
Shams- uddaulsi, and might consider mo in all things as their friend. 
By tho favour of heaven, whatever I promised, that altogether have I 
hitherto accomplished, without iu even ouo instance breaking my 
engagement. That friend [Mr. Vansittartt], iu addition to a kind of 
adjuration/ gave [me] a written covenant, bearing the seal of the 
Company, and Bottled the agreement; and now you make an [addi- 
tional] demand. I have never borrowed from those gentlemen [the 
Council], nor have I received [aught]; and thoso gentlemen have in 
no way any just claim, nor has a single rupee been entrusted [by 
them] to my charge : I shall not, therefore, pay [hack aught]. It is 

1 III tho original, a plural, as liorc rendered ; but, from what follows, only 
one uei-mm Hceins intended, and that may have been Mr. Van.sitUrt. 

fl«J>l ,(w.J (doubtful as to the sense) ; perhaps a solemn oath may he 
really intended. 
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a novel practice which yon, gentlemen, are seeking to establish, in 
contradiction to tho agreement; but noithcr will I propagate un- 
friendly reproaches, nor will I listen to them. You say, 'let all 
mistrust (oL-M}«X.r) which may have heen entertained towards tho 
English, bo obliterated and cleared from tho mind.' At this remark 
I am perfectly astonished. What have I uttered which can bo re- 
garded os an indication of mistrust? And what person can have 
communicated false words of this import to you? It is indispensable 
that you cause a strict inquiry and investigation into this. Hitherto, 
every word used by your pcoplo has been written down in detail for 
your information ; and it is tho fixed rule of good morals that if any 
jarring should take place between brothers, or father and son, or 
friends and associates, it should quickly bo replaced by sincerity and 
affection. Such reproaches, however, have never before been made 
me, as that my mind is affected with mistrust {djj^yS ) — words 
which are far remote from tho ordinances of concord ami friendship. 
You write, ' Intimation has boon given [us], that there is a certain 
ill-disposed person with you, who slanders us in your presence.' 
Before this, too, you had written rejwatcdly that thcro might be somo 
scoundrel (sil) fV**' i» my court, who ventured to vilify you in 
my presence ; and that should such one be discovered, ho ought forth- 
with to be given over to punishment.' If such an one, indeed, has been 
found out by yon, let his namo bo transmitted in writing, that be 
may get adequate punishment. My letter is already very long ; but 
[allow me to say that] in ovcry place new factories arc being founded 
on behalf of (he Company and you, Gentlemen, for tho buying and 
selling of articles of every kind, not enumerated in the regulations for 
the trade ; yet. hitherto, neither I nor any of my people have ofTered 
any opposition thereto, nor thwarted [you], nor occasioned tho detri- 
ment of one single rupeo to you, Gontlemcn. It is a pity that you 
should admit, without cause or proof, such ideas in your minds, and 
should with the tongue, give utterance to them, in regard to your 
sincerely attached friend. It is not unknown to us what person 
among you, Gentlemen, is constantly speaking ill of and slandering 
us; and Mr. Ellis, whilst ho was present with me, committed such 
acts of tyranny and oppression towards my people as tended to drivo 
the inhabitants from the country, as well as to defame and degrado 
mo throughout Hindustan; giving rise to distraction in all the affairs 
of the government of Beliiir, the particulars of which I specified, in a 
letter of detail from the very beginning till now, to the Nawrib 
Shams-ud-danla Bahadur (Mr. Vansittart): at present, to avoid pro- 
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lixity, I will not repeat this subject; but I certainly assure myself 
that the Nawiib Shams udd.iula Bahadur and the gentlemen of tlio 
Council will investigate this my cause [of complaint] in a judicial 
way; so that whoever he may bo who has cavilled and manifested 
animosity, without reason, against me, he may not cscapo actual 
punishment, to the end that others may bo deterred from mischief- 
making and interfering in my affairs; for if he should not be tried, ho 
will meet with no punishment, and the affairs of my government can 
never exist iu good order. It is, moreover, intimated that I should 
consider tlio friendship, alliance, and treaty with the English as good 
and unobjectionable: in truth, this conviction is so (irmly rooted iu 
my heart, that any separation or break in the alliance and connexion 
between myself and you, Gentlemen, can in no way ever occur. 
Though an ill-disposed individual may introduce unfriendly words, 
and propagate slander, yet no actual interruption can possibly be 
effected in the friendship ami concord existing between us, as 1 havo 
full confidence that the words and promises of the hat-wearers' aro 
never disregarded or broken; and that which trial and investigation 
evince must bo rcgardod as just and good." 

/^ )Uy K JO lmt-wcarors or diadem-wearers ; the woril seems to beur 
•ii equivocal im lining, as if used ill either a taunting or respectful sense. 



ERRATUM. 
Pago 123 - for Sahib-jany, read Subit-jang, as dive's native titlo. 
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